Understanding “Bani Isra’il”, the “Jews”, “Judaism” and the
Religious Sects of the Jews (4)

Bant Isra’ll and Their Priestly Elites
(Cohens) in the Hijaz (Yathrib) Prior
to the Prophet and Islam
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The wife of the Prophet Muhammad (iz.&4f-) Safiyyah
bint Huyayy (zzgi5) was descended from Levi, son of
Jacob (3@ik) through Aaron (szick), the brother of
Moses (szick). Her father was from the tribe of Banu
Nadir and her mother, Barrah bint Samuel, was from
Banu Qurayzah. Safiyyah would boast that Hardn
(i) was her father (paternal ancestor), Musa (szick)
was her uncle and Muhammad (iz«Edi) was her
husband, as occurs in the Prophetic traditions. This was
a tremendous honouring for her after she accepted

Islam, after already being inclined towards it.
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‘Abd Allah bin Salam (z4i), the Jewish rabbi who
converted to Islam was descended from Yusuf (szik),
son of Jacob (3zik).

The Banu Qurayzah and Banu Nadir were among
the Cohens (Priests) of the family of Aaron son of ‘Imran,
descendent of Levi, brother of YUsuf (szick). They were
the priestly elite of the Jews. In his book, al-Aghani, Abu
al-Faraj al-Asbahani (d. 356H) writes under the chapter
heading, “News about the Aws and the Lineage of the
Jews Who Descended to Yathrib” writes: “Aws bin
Dhabiyy, the Jew. A man from Banu Qurayzah. And it is
said that Banu Qurayzah and Banu Nadir are Cohens
(al-Kahinan), and they are from the offspring of al-Kahin
(Cohen) son of Harun, son of ‘Imran, the brother of
Muasa, son of Imran—may Allah honour Muhammad
and them and grant them safety. They took up
residence at Yathrib after the death of Musa bin ‘Imran
(saicge).””

Other tribes of Bani Isra’l in region of Madinah were
Banu ‘lkrah, Banu Tha‘labah, Banu Mahmar, Banu
Zaghura, Banu Zayd, Banu Bahdal, Banu ‘Awf and
Banu al-Fasis.?

! Kitab al-Aghant (Beirut: Dar Sadir) 22/77.
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These are the very Bani Israll that the Quran was
addressing. These people knew the Prophet mentioned
and prophesied in their books—as receiving revelation
in the mountains of Faran (in the Haram of Makkah) and
being received with joy at Mount Sela in Yathrib
(Madinah)—just like they knew their own sons and thus
their disbelie—those from them who never accepted
Islam—was that of juhdd, which is rejection after full
knowledge.

Abu ‘lyaad
3 Muharram 1440/ 13 September 2018 v1.15

ISLAMMOSES.COM



