Understanding “Bani Isra’il”, the “Jews”, “Judaism” and the
Religious Sects of the Jews (2)

Moses (i) and other
Israelite Prophets Prayed at
Masjid Khayf at Mina
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From lbn ‘Abbas (:egiz5) who said that the Messenger of
Allah (Jz.edfle) said: “Seventy prophets prayed in
Masijid al-Khayf [in Mina], among them was Musa. It
is as if | am looking at him wearing two Qatwani
[white woollen] garments [made of small fibres],
whilst in ithram, riding upon a camel from the flock
[of] Azd Shanirah.”

Notes:
1. Azd Shanu’ah refers to a tribe from a region in the
Surat mountain range in southern Hijaz and ‘Asir, the

' Silsilah al-Sahihah (no. 2023, 5/35) and Sahih al-Targhib wal-Tarhib (no.
1127).
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western part of which is the low lying coastland of the Red
Sea, also known as Tihamah. In particular, where al-Bahah
is today, around 130 miles southeast of Makkah. In another
hadith related by Muslim from Jabir (:zsis), the Prophet
({sazaie) said: “The Prophets were presented to me, and
behold, Moses was was of moderate build, as if he was
from the men of Shanu‘ah.” (no. 167) and the same is also
related by al-Bukhari through Abl Hurayrah (zgis).? The
hadith indicates the place from which Musa (szig)
embarked to the Haram of Makkah, by the mention of his
camel which came from the flock of Azd Shanu‘ah.

2. In his book “Akhbar Makkah”, Muhammad bin Ishaq al-
Fakiht al-Malikt al-Kinani (d. 280H)—himself a resident of
Makkah—relates the following with a sahth chain from ‘Abd
Allah bin Zubayr (:ziis): “Seven hundred thousand from
the Bani Isra’ll would make Hajj to this House, they
would take off their shoes at TanTm, then they would
enter [the Haram] barefooted out of respect for it.”* He
also relates from ‘Abd Allah bin Zubayr: “Nations from Bani
Isra’ll would remove their shoes when they came to
Tuwa, out of respect for the Haram.” This establishes
that visitation to the house for Hajj was practiced by the Bani
Isra’l.

3. In the Bible, reference to the presence of Musa and
Bant Isra’l in the Haram of Makkah is made, thought it is not

2 Sahih al-Bukhar (no. 3394, 3395).
8 Akhbar Makkah (1414H, Beirut: Dar Khidr) 2/267, the muhaqqiq declared the
chain to be sahih.
* Ibid. 2/257.
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apparent at first sight because of those who purchased a
miserable price by altering and distorting the words from
their proper places.

Mentions are made of the “Wilderness of Paran™ as the
place of encampment of Bani Isra’1l, from where Musa (i)
sent out men to explore the area of Canaan which is actually.
Later they came back to Paran at a place called Kadesh (“a
sacred place”), and this is al-Qadis, which is one of the
numerous names of the city of Makkah as indicated by
Muslim scholars, historians and biographers, from them al-
NawawT in al-Majm@’.% As for Paran, then it is Faran which
refers to the mountainous regions in the Haram of Makkah.
Hasan al-Hamadani (d. 350H), a historian and geographer,
writes that “Faran is the son of ‘Imran, son of ‘Amlaq’, and
the mountains of the Haram are ascribed to him®. Many
other Muslim historians state that Faran is a reference to the
mountains of the Haram around Makkah, this is a matter
well-known. Ibn al-Qayyim said: “There is not between the
Muslims and the People of the Book any difference that
Faran is Makkah and if they say it is not Makkah—and it is
not objectionable for them to say this due to their distortion
(tahnf) and fabrication (ifk)—then we say: ‘Does it not say in
the Torah that lbrahim settled Hajar and Isma’l in Faran?”.°

5 Refer to Numbers 10:12, 12:16, 13:3, 13:26.
5 Refer to al-Majmid‘ FT Sharh al-Muhadhdhab (Jeddah: Maktabah al-Irshad)
8/4. Al-Nawawr lists 16 names of Makkah, and from them is al-Qadis, which he
explains (o8l oe dwadll}—meaning, a sacred, sanctified place.
” And from him are the ‘Amaligah or ‘Amaliq, the Amelakites of the Bible.
8 Al-IKITl (2/76). See also Ibn al-Athir in al-Kamil FT al-Tarikh (1/62).
® Hidayat al-Hayara (1416H, Dar al-Qalam), 1/345.
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Then Ibn al-Qayyim cites from Ibn Taymiyyah who explains
that the Cave of Mount Hira is in the mountains of Faran, that
this is where the revelation began to descend upon
Muhammad (is.egie) and that the desert area between
Makkah and Tadr Sina’ is known as Faran.'® Thus, Faran is
the place where the Jews knew that another prophet from
the offspring of Kedar (Qaydar)—a son of Ismail whose
offspring were settled in the Hijaz—was to appear.

From the crimes of those scholar-scribes was to distort or
alter the geographical settings for the stories of Ibrahim
(s=ick) and Musa (s=ick) to conceal the fact that they were at
Makkah, with Ibrahim being a resident and Musa performing
Hajj there. It is untenable to assert that somehow Ya‘'qub and
Bani Isra’ll forgot about their forefather, Ibrahim, and that he
had rebuilt the first house of worship in Makkah, and that it
never occurred to them to visit there. On the contrary, they
would come to Makkah to perform Hajj as is verified in
Islamic sources.

All of the above—and there is much more—explains why
Muslims have a greater right to Musa (szick) than those who
call themselves “Jews”.

Abu ‘lyaad
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19 |bid. 1/346 and see al-Jawab al-Sahih (Dar al-‘Asimah) 5/200.
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